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2009 Miss SNPJ Pageant
Official Entry Form

Entrants must be between the ages of 17-25 by Dec. 31, 2009,
and an SNPJ member in good standing for at least 3 months.

NAME_ _________________________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________
_______________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP__________________________________

PHONE  (         )___________________________________

BIRTH DATE_____________________________________

POLICY NUMBER_________________ LODGE_ ________

PARENTS’ NAMES________________________________

GRANDPARENTS’ NAMES_ ________________________

HOBBIES_______________________________________

LOCAL NEWSPAPER______________________________

I will compete in the Miss SNPJ talent competition
	 YES	 NO
Type of talent________________________________
(NOTE: Talent is not necessarily proficiency on a musical instrument
or singing ability. Creativity is encouraged. Everybody has a talent.)
On a separate sheet of paper and in your own words, please 
describe any school honors you have received, and any organ-
izations, clubs and activities you were involved with. Be sure to 
include specific SNPJ Youth Circle, Lodge or Federation activities.

Mail completed application,
along with a clear, color photo, to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n: Fraternal Director

247 West Allegheny Road • Imperial, PA  15126-9774
Application Deadline: June 15, 2009

SNPJ Crossword
GARDENING 101 (#0909) solution

From the May 6, 2009, puzzle.

SNPJ Crossword
ON THE GO (#1009) solution

DEATHS REPORTED
For the weeks of April 1-15, 2009
			   DATE OF
LODGE	 NAME	 DEATH	 City/State
	 A02	 George J. Riley Jr.	 9-04-08	 Pittsburgh, Pa.
	 2	 William C. Starman	 1-10-09	 Seminole, Fla.
	 2	 Frank J. Furar	 2-06-09	 Compton, Ill.
	 3	 Sophie M. Fink	 3-09-09	 Las Vegas, Nev.
	 87	 Edward Baloh	 3-27-09	 North Huntingdon, Pa.
	 106	 Amandina M. Sladick	 3-20-09	 Imperial, Pa.
	 138	 Agnes Elish	 3-24-09	 Canonsburg, Pa.
	 138	 Frank Gasper	 3-24-09	 Canonsburg, Pa.
	 142	 Caroline Kustich	 9-30-08	 Independence, Ohio
	 225	 Becky S. Kuhel	 2-17-09	 Arma, Kan.
	 257	 Dorothy L. Crucis	 3-01-09	 Cleveland, Ohio
	 304	 Russell F. Tezak	 3-21-09	 San Mateo, Calif.
	 318	 Pauline Budny	 3-26-09	 Latrobe, Pa.
	 379	 Mary L. Tagliati	 3-19-09	 Manor, Pa.
	 559	 Audrey D. Kramer	 3-16-09	 Brookfield, Ill.
	 564	 Joseph Zrimec	 3-29-09	 Dearborn, Mich.
	 566	 Paul J. Schneider	 11-29-08	 Chardon, Ohio
	 677	 Frank Simonick	 3-13-09	 Madison Heights, Mich.
	 713	 William Hrovat Sr.	 12-17-08	 Pittsburgh, Pa.
	 729	 Rosalia Medency	 12-21-08	 Eighty Four, Pa.
	 771	 Paul E. Mariotti	 3-26-09	 Hillsville, Pa.
	 771	 Margaret T. Ryals	 2-26-09	 Lakeland, Fla.
	 778	 Mary Samsa	 3-11-09	 San Jose, Calif.
	 800 	 Elsie Struckle	 3-13-09	 Cresco, Pa.
	 800	 Elsie M. Lynch	 2-28-09	 Helena, Mont.

KAREN A. PINTAR
National Secretary

SNPJ Youth Roundup
June 21-26, 2009, at the SNPJ Recreation Center

Registration Form
Child must be between the ages of 7 and 12 and have an annuity

or life insurance policy with SNPJ to receive member rates.

Child’s Name:___________________________________

Address:_______________________________________
______________________________________________

Phone: (           )_________________________________

Birth Date:_ _________________Lodge No.:	 _________  

Make all checks payable to SNPJ. Send completed
reservation form along with enrollment fee to:

Slovene National Benefit Society
Att’n: Fraternal Director

247 W. Allegheny Road, Imperial, PA 15126

Youth Roundup Member Rates:
1 Child: $150	 2 Children: $250	 3 Children: $350

Non-member rate: $335 per child

 Male                      Female

SNPJ fraternal sympathies
Sis. Johanna Pohar

• Lodge 2 •
LA SALLE, Ill. — Lodge 2 
and the Pohar family sadly an-
nounce the May 11, 2009, pass-
ing of Sis. Johanna “Jennie” 
Pohar, 94, in Illinois Valley 
Community Hospital, Peru, Ill.

Sis. Pohar was born April 

10, 1915, in La Salle to John 
and Josephine (Pergar) Brekan. 
She attended La Salle-Peru 
Township High School. On 
April 30, 1933, she married 
Charles Pohar in St. Roch’s 
Church, La Salle. Sis. Pohar 
was a volunteer at St. Marga-
ret’s Hospital Auxiliary and a 
member of SNPJ Lodge 2.

Surviving are two sons, 
Charles (Pam) Pohar Jr. of 
Spencer, Iowa, and Richard 
(Pat) Pohar of Marshville, 
N.C.; eight grandchildren; 
16 great-grandchildren; and a 
sister, Louise Justi of Spring 
Valley, Ill. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, a 
daughter in infancy, four broth-

ers and one sister.
Graveside services were 

celebrated May 14 in Forest 
Lawn Mausoleum, La Salle.

On behalf of the members 
of Lodge 2 and the Slovene 
National Benefit Society, we 
extend our condolences to Sis. 
Pohar’s family, relatives and 
friends on their loss.

Senior Corner
by Carl M. Zvanut

Lodge 800

DEVON, Pa. — “Families’ health-care 
burdens grow heavier” by Stacey Burling, 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, May 6, 2009, 
puts the cost of health insurance, plus 
medical care, at more than 10 percent of 
pre-tax income for 2.3 million Pennsylva-
nians under age 65. They are in families 
that will spend more than 10 percent on 
health care this year. It was part of a Fami-
lies USA report. As employers had asked 
“workers to bear more of the cost of health 
insurance and chose health plans with less 
coverage and higher co-payments,” the 
number of  people spending more than 10 
percent has grown since 2000 from 1.9 to 
2.3 million. Similar numbers are given for 
the country as a whole. These numbers are 
cited as another reason for health reform. 

Health insurance reform seems to be 
on the right track, judging from the head-
lines. The health industry offers to cut the 
yearly increase in health care costs as their 
means of getting on the bandwagon for 

what they want before they get what they 
don’t want. The way that offer looks to 
me is this: that it won’t cost me less than 
I’m paying now, only not as much more 
as it otherwise would have. I’ll be saving 
by not spending as much. The unspent 
money will be like a raise, but harder to 
put a finger on; the government says it 
will be a few years before it shows up. 
But it’s headed in the right direction, and 
there’s much more than that offer in the 
works to cut costs and free up money for 
the uninsured and underinsured.

“Simple way to cut cost,” by Dr. 
Richard Fried, The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
May 13, 2009, is a discussion of cutting 
medical costs with fewer tests. The chief 
problem is that “those ordering the tests 
are totally divorced from responsibility 
for the resultant financial burden.” Other 
reasons for such tests – thoroughness of 
medical training, financial self-interest 
and defensive medicine – are discussed 
with examples. A recommended solution 
involves both physician (“talk to patient 
and use the clinical problem skills we 
all learn in medical school”) and patient 
(“question the need for expensive and 

invasive procedures, and avoid feeling 
you have a right to the test because you 
are paying high health insurance premi-
ums”). There is mention of the alternative 
of government regulation.

One thing I have heard a lot about, and 
thought a lot about, is cost/benefit. We do 
a lot of that without thinking about it, from 
judging if the cut of meat at the grocer’s 
is worth the price, to the automobile that 
meets our needs. I first heard the term back 
when Medicare was young; when there was 
talk about favoring the old at the end of life 
with Medicare, while the very young at the 
start of life would have been a better use 
of the money. These days we’re hearing 
how Medicare, along with health care in 
general, is up for reform with cost/benefit 
showing up for a decision on one treat-
ment’s cost and effectiveness compared to 
another’s. Somebody will have to decide 
if it’s worth it, and that most likely will 
be the government through the Congres-
sional Budget Office (CBO). See “CBO 
has the loudest voice,” by James J. Florio, 
The Philadelphia Inquirer, May 15. Quite 
likely we’ll be hearing a lot about health 
care cost/benefit in days to come.

by EVELYN DIMPFL
Lodge 749 Secretary

JOHNSTOWN, Pa. — Greetings to 
members, friends and anybody else 
who may be reading this article. Time 
has a way of flying by. It seems like 
it’s always time to submit an article to 
Prosveta, so here goes!

Since my last writing, Ken and I, 
along with Joe and Joanne Vasilko, 
spent several days with cousins Cindy 
and Chris Bridgeman at their beauti-
ful place in Georgetown, S.C. On our 
way home we stopped to see our dear 
friends Mary Lou and Ed Nosko. It 
was great to be with all of them, shar-
ing good food, wine and merriment. 
Then it was back to reality as we hit 
Johnstown and a few more weeks of 
varied weather.

At recent Lodge 749 meetings, 
we stayed busy with Home Office 
correspondence. We received the 
annual appeal for ads in the National 
Bowling Tournament program and the 
Labor Day issue of Prosveta. We 
approved, as we have in the past, ads 
for both requests. Prior to the meeting 
I received a telephone call from the 
Home Office regarding an inquiry they 
received about the Johnstown Bottle 
Works Cultural Center’s celebration 
of Slovenian culture. As it turns out, 
Lodge member Alexandria (Zupan) 
Marguccio has her beautiful bobbin 
lace on display and is giving lace 
making demonstrations. There is also 
a video on Slovenia with Slovenian 
musical entertainment by Bronco 
Toter. To help defray the cost, our 
Lodge made a small donation toward 
the expenses. The event opened May 

16 and continues into mid-June. You 
may want to take advantage of this 
interesting program.

Congratulations, belatedly, to 
National Secretary Karen Pintar who 
was honored in March as Fraternalist 
of the Year by the Fraternal Societies 
of Greater Pittsburgh. Our Lodge pur-
chased an ad in a program booklet for 
a banquet in her honor, along with two 
dinner tickets for some of our officers 
to attend. Unfortunately, one of them 
became ill at the last minute so they 
could not attend. We heard it was a 
very wonderful affair!

Lodge 749 is happy to report that 
Zachary Jones will represent our Lodge 
at the annual Young Adult Conference 
at the SNPJ Recreation Center June 26-
28. I’m sure he will do a good job while 
having an enjoyable time. Thank you, 
Zach, for your interest in SNPJ.

Member Judith Edsall was nomi-
nated by the Lodge for the position of 
Region 1 Athletic Director. Her name 
was forwarded to Fraternal Director 
Kevin Richards and, hopefully, she 
will be elected by the National Board 
next month.

Get well wishes are extended to 
several members who have met with 
accidents or other health problems 
recently. So, speedy recoveries to El-
eanor Beltz, Ron Heinlein and Karlene 
Rambish.

Our Lodge is happy to welcome a 
new youth member, Nicholas Hafer 
of Blairsville, Pa. His membership in 
the Society is the first in his family. 
Hopefully he won’t be the last.

While it’s wonderful to welcome 
new members, we must pay our re-

spects to those who have passed on. 
Sadly, Lodge 749 reports that Stephen 
Greecher passed away March 26 at the 
age of 91. He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Frances (Zakraysek); an 
infant son; and several brothers and 
sisters. Bro. Greecher is survived 
by his children, Stephen, Mary Beth 
James, Frances Andrea and Rebecca 
Rose Vancura, as well as eight grand-
children. Please accept our deepest 
sympathies on your loss.

SNPJ friend and wonderful frater-
nalist Al Jerala (88) recently passed 
away, and I’ve read the many tributes 
to him in Prosveta. It was always a 
real pleasure to see him at the Recre-
ation Center when we would visit. He 
was a tireless worker for SNPJ and he 
will not be forgotten. It was a pleasure 
to work with Al several years ago at 
the spring cleanup, when members 
converged at the Recreation Center 
to spend a weekend “spiffing up” the 
place. We worked hard and enjoyed 
the good times these fraternalists gave 
to the center.

Speaking of “passing away,” I was 
saddened to learn of the disbanding of 
the Milwaukee Federation. Gone are 
those glory days of the 1950s and ’60s 
when there was so much activity in that 
area. You all certainly tried your best 
to keep it going as long as possible, 
and sadly someday people will regret 
that they didn’t step up to give a hand. 
But that’s the sign of our times in all 
organizations.

Well, that’s about it for this time. 
Once again, I’ll be sitting by the phone, 
awaiting your call about SNPJ prod-
ucts. My number is (814) 536-6134.

Lodge 749 talent on display in Johnstown

by Cerkvena Miš
Lodge 321

WARREN, Ohio — Who does this 
Greg Felton think he is, hitting on 
my girlfriends Hermina Joy and 
Hermina Gail Church? He’s got 
some nerve – he didn’t even bring 
cheese or chocolate to throw me off!

Then there’s that Louise Vett. 
Did she bring my buddy, Pretzel? 
Oh, no, always an excuse with her! 
Look, she has a basket. Wonder 
what’s in it? Here is a lady with 
some style: chocolate covered 
marshmallows and frosted brown-
ies! Hey, Greg, did you read that? 
You might want to make a note of 
that the next time you visit a Lodge.

Did you see the way Ann 
Tomazin handled the meeting? 
Such style, such poise and grace. 
No, her husband Charles didn’t tell 
me to say that, but he was giving her 
the eye. Or maybe it was the pizza 

Gail Frederick brought that he was 
eyeing. Now I’m confused.

Dan Gelet and Charles Pauk-
ovich aren’t checking anything out, 
but when can they go gambling? 
Wonder if they will take me with 
them? Do they provide the snacks 
or do I have to fend for myself? The 
details must be worked out.

What is this? When did my 
girlfriends Kelley and Hermina 
Gail Church start playing baseball? 
Oh goodness, I hope it’s not for the 
Yankees! Kelley has back problems 
and Gail has foot problems. They 
can’t even lean on one another. 
John Church is giving David Has-
sler all the details of taking care of 
Kelley. That’s so cute! Greg, you 
leave my girlfriend alone or we’re 
gonna’ fight!

Until we meet again, my friends, 
eat more cheese and take care of 
yourselves! Lahko noč!

Lodge 321 
members 
(foreground, 
from left) JOHN 
FREDERICK 
CHURCH, 
KELLEY ANN 
CHURCH 
and GAIL 
FREDERICK 
CHURCH 
during the 
Lodge’s April 
19 meeting.

Visitor helps Lodge 321 
keep pace through the spring




